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Spring Forward 
Daylight savings 
began on March 8.  
Use this as a 
reminder to 
change your 
clocks AND the 
batteries in your 
smoke detectors.

A Message From the Chief
Greetings! I’m pleased to announce that, this 
summer, you will have the opportunity to 
choose to enhance the emergency services we 
provide you and your family. The Board of Fire 
Commissioners is preparing to place a Maintenance 
and Operations (M & O) levy before you in August 
that will help maintain current operations as well as 
improve both fire and emergency medical services 
(EMS). The levy will enhance service by ensuring that, 
in addition to firefighters who are cross-trained as 
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs), every station 
will also have a paramedic trained in advanced life 
saving techniques. The levy will also help ensure 
that enough firefighters/medics arrive within the 
initial minutes of your emergency to allow for more 
immediate help right away. 

Advanced Emergency Medical Response  
Around the Clock.
Here’s how it works:  Paramedics have additional 
training in emergency medicine that goes beyond 
the quality EMT training that all our firefighters have. 
Essentially, a paramedic can bring the services of a 
hospital emergency room to your living room within 
minutes. The M & O levy will provide a paramedic at 
your neighborhood fire station 24 hours a day. With 
over 80% of our emergency calls being for medical 
response, that’s an important capability to have.

In addition to medical training, paramedics will 
be cross-trained as firefighters to ensure enough 
personnel can arrive on scene quickly. State and 
federal laws restrict us from taking some important 
firefighting steps until at least four firefighters are on 
scene. The levy gives us enough firefighters to attack 
fires faster when it counts the most. 

Improved Response to Simultaneous  
Emergency Calls.
Finally, in the world of fire and medical emergencies, 
minutes matter. For 50 cents per thousand dollars 
of assessed property value the levy will allow us 
to better handle the increasing occurrence of 
simultaneous emergency calls. In short, we will be 
able to respond more rapidly with a crew to your 
emergency even when another emergency is already 
occurring in your neighborhood.

As always, if you have any questions about our 
service, or suggestions about how we can serve you 
better, please feel free to e-mail me at tnielsen@
scfd8.org, or give me a call either at the office (509) 
926-6699 or at home (509) 535-7740. 

Tony C. Nielsen, MA, EFO, CFO 
Fire Chief, SCFD8

EMERGENCY CALL VOLUMES 
UP COUNTYWIDE
“911 calls to report fires and 
medical emergencies are up 18% 
in District 8 this year, with most 
of the increase being for medical 
calls” according to Assistant 
Fire Chief Greg Godfrey. “In 
fact emergency calls to area fire 
departments are up double digits, 
countywide”. 

“We’re addressing the increased 
demand for emergency services 
with multiple strategies,” says 
Godfrey. “First, our automatic aid 
agreements with Spokane Valley 
and beginning this spring with 
the City of Spokane, mean the 
closest resources will respond 
to each event which ensures 
that all of us are as efficient and 
effective as possible. While those 
steps help a lot, going forward 
we will also need more response 
capability right here in District 8 
and are looking for the resources 
to make that happen. Every call 
is important. We’re working hard 
to make sure we can respond to 
them as quickly and effectively as 
possible”.  



Tony C. Nielsen, Fire Chief 
Lee Boling, Commissioner 
Andy Rorie, Commissioner 
Chuck Vyverberg, Commissioner
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Debris Collection Day  |  Saturday, March 28 
SCFD8 Station 82, 12100 E Palouse 
Highway in Valleyford, will host a spring 
yard and garden debris drop-off day. 
Composting seminars will be held 
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm.  
For more information, call Spokane Clean 
Air at 477-4727, ext. 115.

SCFD 8’s Fire Service Day Open House  |  Sat, May 9  
10:00 am to 2:00 pm at Station 81, 6117 S. Palouse 
Highway. Contact Division Chief Marty Long for details 
at mlong@scfd8.org. 

ON THE CALENDAR 

Support Services Specialist Richard Slover  
2014 Distinguished Service Award Winner  
A 17-year veteran who volunteers with our Support 
Services Unit, Richard’s duties include photographic 
documentation of fires and emergency calls to preserve 
a record of the event and to provide firefighting 
crews visuals that can help evaluate and critique their 
performance. 

“The award was a complete surprise,” says Slover. 
“Working with Fire District 8 means a lot to me. It’s a 
great environment with dedicated people working to 
do good things. I’m proud to be among them.”   

Safety First: Moran Prairie Elementary Gets a New AED 
Moran Prairie became the first elementary school in the Spokane Public School 
system to take part in the Project ADAM AED program. Named for Adam Lemel, 
a Wisconsin teen who died of heart failure while playing basketball in 1999, Project 
ADAM was founded by his family to help provide education and access to automated 
external defibrillators to schools around the country. 

According to Firefighter/Paramedic Jimmy Smock, “District 8 provides CPR and AED 
training through a variety of methods including regularly scheduled classes and one-
on-one consultation. Our dispatch system can even alert CPR-trained citizens about 
nearby emergencies and the closest AED through the PulsePoint mobile app, so that 
they can render aid while crews are on their way.” 

SCFD8 SPOTLIGHT 

Members of SCFD8 show their 
support as site coordinator Shelby 
McVay and Moran Prairie Principal, 
Dr. Mark Gorman accept the AED 
unit from Ryan Schaefer.

For more information on AEDs, CPR and first aid training, contact Division Chief Marty Long at mlong@scfd8.org.  
To learn more about Project ADAM, go to projectadam.com. 


